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In this provocative book Éric Rebillard challenges many long-held assumptions about early Christian burial
customs. For decades scholars of early Christianity have argued that the Church owned and operated burial
grounds for Christians as early as the third century. Through a careful reading of primary sources including
legal codes, theological works, epigraphical inscriptions, and sermons, Rebillard shows that there is little
evidence to suggest that Christians occupied exclusive or isolated burial grounds in this early period.

In fact, as late as the fourth and fifth centuries the Church did not impose on the faithful specific rituals for
laying the dead to rest. In the preparation of Christians for burial, it was usually next of kin and not
representatives of the Church who were responsible for what form of rite would be celebrated, and evidence
from inscriptions and tombstones shows that for the most part Christians didn't separate themselves from
non-Christians when burying their dead. According to Rebillard it would not be until the early Middle Ages
that the Church gained control over burial practices and that "Christian cemeteries" became common.

In this translation of Religion et Sépulture: L'église, les vivants et les morts dans l'Antiquité tardive,
Rebillard fundamentally changes our understanding of early Christianity. The Care of the Dead in Late
Antiquity will force scholars of the period to rethink their assumptions about early Christians as separate
from their pagan contemporaries in daily life and ritual practice.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology), you are
able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Ora Barbour:

The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
imagining.

Thomas Lemos:

This The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical
Philology) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Julie Gibson:

You will get this The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you



enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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