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Once upon a time all literature was fantasy, set in a mythical past when magic existed, animals talked, and
the gods took an active hand in earthly affairs. As the mythical past was displaced in Western estimation by
the historical past and novelists became increasingly preoccupied with the present, fantasy was temporarily
marginalized until the late 20th century, when it enjoyed a spectacular resurgence in every stratum of the
literary marketplace.

Stableford provides an invaluable guide to this sequence of events and to the current state of the field. The
chronology tracks the evolution of fantasy from the origins of literature to the 21st century. The introduction
explains the nature of the impulses creating and shaping fantasy literature, the problems of its definition and
the reasons for its changing historical fortunes. The dictionary includes cross-referenced entries on more than
700 authors, ranging across the entire historical spectrum, while more than 200 other entries describe the
fantasy subgenres, key images in fantasy literature, technical terms used in fantasy criticism, and the
intimately convoluted relationship between literary fantasies, scholarly fantasies, and lifestyle fantasies. The
book concludes with an extensive bibliography that ranges from general textbooks and specialized accounts
of the history and scholarship of fantasy literature, through bibliographies and accounts of the fantasy
literature of different nations, to individual author studies and useful websites.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Mullen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The A to Z of
Fantasy Literature (The A to Z Guide Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The A to Z of Fantasy Literature (The A to Z Guide Series)is a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world on this book.

Patricia Sax:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The A to Z of Fantasy Literature (The A to Z Guide Series)
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John McKeever:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The A to Z of Fantasy Literature (The A to Z
Guide Series) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Robert Williams:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
The A to Z of Fantasy Literature (The A to Z Guide Series) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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