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An instant New York Times bestseller, this “explosive biography” (People) of one of the most beloved and
mysterious figures of the twentieth century is “as close as we’ll ever get to being inside J.D. Salinger’s head”
(Entertainment Weekly).

This “revealing” (The New York Times) and “engrossing” (The Wall Street Journal) oral biography,
“fascinating and unique” (The Washington Post) and “an unmitigated success” (USA TODAY), has redefined
our understanding of one of the most mysterious figures of the twentieth century.

In nine years of work on Salinger, and especially in the years since the author’s death, David Shields and
Shane Salerno interviewed more than 200 people on five continents, many of whom had previously refused
to go on the record about their relationship with Salinger. This oral biography offers direct eyewitness
accounts from Salinger’s World War II brothers-in-arms, his family members, his close friends, his lovers,
his classmates, his neighbors, his editors, his publishers, his New Yorker colleagues, and people with whom
he had relationships that were secret even to his own family. Their intimate recollections are supported by
more that 175 photos (many never seen before), diaries, legal records, and private documents that are woven
throughout; in addition, appearing here for the first time, are Salinger’s “lost letters”—ranging from the
1940s to 2008, revealing his intimate views on love, literature, fame, religion, war, and death, and providing
a raw and revelatory self-portrait.

The result is “unprecedented” (Associated Press), “genuinely valuable” (Time), and “strips away the sheen of
[Salinger’s] exceptionalism, trading in his genius for something much more real” (Los Angeles Times).
According to the Sunday Times of London, Salinger is “a stupendous work…I predict with the utmost
confidence that, after this, the world will not need another Salinger biography.”
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Salinger.

Sean Scruggs:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Salinger? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Gary McKinney:

The book Salinger can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a good thing like a book Salinger? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Salinger has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Gerald Kelly:

The experience that you get from Salinger will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of
but Salinger giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Salinger
instantly.
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