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In this romp through the changing landscape of nineteenth- and twentieth-century American toys, games,
hobbies, and amusements, senior historian of technology Carroll Pursell poses a simple but interesting
guestion: What can we learn by studying the relationship between technology and play?

From Playgrounds to PlaySation explores how play reflects and drives the evolution of American culture.
Pursell engagingly examines the ways in which technology affects play and play shapes people. The objects
that children (and adults) play with and play on, along with their games and the hobbies they pursue, can
reinforce but also challenge gender roles and cultural norms. Inventorswho often talk about "playing" at
their work, asif motivated by the pure fun of invention?have used new materials and technol ogies to reshape
sports and gameplay, sometimes even crafting new, extreme forms of recreation, but always responding to
popular demand.

Drawing from arange of sources, including scholarly monographs, patent records, newspapers, and popular
and technical journals, the book covers numerous modes and sites of play. Pursell touches on the safety-
conscious playground reform movement, the dazzling mechanical innovations that gave rise to commercial
amusement parks, and the media s colorful promotion of toys, pastimes, and sporting events. Along the way,
he shows readers how technology enables the forms, equipment, and devices of play to evolve constantly,
both reflecting consumer choices and driving innovators and manufacturers to promote toys that involve
entirely new kinds of play?from LEGOs and skateboards to beading kits and videogames.
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From reader reviews:
Joshua West:

The book From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of
Technology and Play has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

April Wages:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this From
Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play.

Stella Car penter:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like From Playgrounds to PlayStation:
The Interaction of Technology and Play which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let'sfind.

Roberta Anglin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of
Technology and Play can give you alot of friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have From
Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play.
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