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Wu Zhao (624–705), better known as Wu Zetian or Empress Wu, is the only woman to have ruled China as
emperor over the course of its 5,000-year history. How did she?in a predominantly patriarchal and
androcentric society?ascend the dragon throne? Exploring a mystery that has confounded scholars for
centuries, this multifaceted history suggests that China's rich pantheon of female divinities and eminent
women played an integral part in the construction of Wu Zhao's sovereignty.

Wu Zhao deftly deployed language, symbol, and ideology to harness the cultural resonance, maternal force,
divine energy, and historical weight of Buddhist devis, Confucian exemplars, Daoist immortals, and mythic
goddesses, establishing legitimacy within and beyond the confines of Confucian ideology. Tapping into
powerful subterranean reservoirs of female power, Wu Zhao built a pantheon of female divinities carefully
calibrated to meet her needs at court. Her pageant was promoted in scripted rhetoric, reinforced through
poetry, celebrated in theatrical productions, and inscribed on steles.

Rendered with deft political acumen and aesthetic flair, these affiliations significantly enhanced Wu Zhao's
authority and cast her as the human vessel through which the pantheon's divine energy flowed. Her strategy
is a model of political brilliance and proof that medieval Chinese women enjoyed a more complex social
status than previously known.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

The book Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen
Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of
Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Emperor Wu Zhao and Her
Pantheon of Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Lindsey Putman:

The book Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen
Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of Devis, Divinities,
and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies)? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of Devis, Divinities, and
Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Vivian Obrien:

The book untitled Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The
Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Ann Ginsberg:

This Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen
Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some



information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Emperor Wu Zhao and Her Pantheon of
Devis, Divinities, and Dynastic Mothers (The Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies) can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These
books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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