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Realism for the Masses, is an exploration of how the concept of realism entered mass culture, and from there,
how it tried to remake "America." The literary and artistic creations of American realism are generally
associated with the late nineteenth century. But this book argues that the aesthetic actually saturated
American culture in the 1930s and 1940s and that the left social movements of the period were in no small
part responsible. The book examines the prose of Carlos Bulosan and H. T. Tsiang; the photo essays of
Margaret Bourke-White in Life magazine; the bestsellers of Erskine Caldwell and Margaret Mitchell; the
boxing narratives of Clifford Odets, Richard Wright, Nelson Algren; and the Hollywood boxing film, radio
soap operas, and the domestic dramas of Lillian Hellman and Shirley Graham, and more.

These writers and artists infused realist aesthetics into American mass culture to an unprecedented degree
and also built on a tradition of realism in order to inject influential definitions of "the people" into American
popular entertainment. Central to this book is the relationship between these mass cultural realisms and
emergent notions of pluralism. Significantly, Vials identifies three nascent pluralisms of the 1930s and
1940s: the New Deal pluralism of "We're the People" in The Grapes of Wrath; the racially inclusive
pluralism of Vice President Henry Wallace's "The People's Century"; and the proto-Cold War pluralism of
Henry Luce's "The American Century."
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Smith:

The guide with title Realism for the Masses: Aesthetics, Popular Front Pluralism, and U.S. Culture, 1935-
1947 includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition
of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Blair Chappell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Realism for the Masses: Aesthetics,
Popular Front Pluralism, and U.S. Culture, 1935-1947 that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person.
So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Realism for the Masses:
Aesthetics, Popular Front Pluralism, and U.S. Culture, 1935-1947 become your current starter.

Robert Ford:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Realism for the Masses: Aesthetics,
Popular Front Pluralism, and U.S. Culture, 1935-1947 can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Mike Edwards:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Realism for the Masses: Aesthetics, Popular Front Pluralism, and U.S.
Culture, 1935-1947 was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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