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Why does Mark's Jesus speak in parables? Why does Plato's Socrates make bad arguments? Why are
Beckett's novels so inscrutable? And why don't stage magicians even pretend to summon spirits anymore? In
a series of captivating chapters on Mark, Plato, Beckett, Mallarmé, and Chaucer, Joshua Landy not only
answers these questions but explains why they are worth asking in the first place.

Witty and approachable, How to Do Things with Fictions challenges the widespread assumption that literary
texts must be informative or morally improving in order to be of any real benefit. It reveals that authors are
sometimes best thought of not as entertainers or as educators but as personal trainers of the brain, putting
their willing readers through exercises designed to fortify specific mental capacities, from form-giving to
equanimity, from reason to faith.

Delivering plenty of surprises along the way--that moral readings of literature can be positively dangerous;
that the parables were deliberately designed to be misunderstood; that Plato knowingly sets his main
character up for a fall; that metaphor is powerfully connected to religious faith; that we can sustain our
beliefs even when we suspect them to be illusions--How to Do Things with Fictions convincingly shows that
our best allies in the struggle for more rigorous thinking, deeper faith, richer experience, and greater peace of
mind may well be the imaginative writings sitting on our shelves.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

With other case, little persons like to read book How to Do Things with Fictions. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book How to Do Things
with Fictions. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Kelly Livingston:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of How to Do Things
with Fictions book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Randy Caldera:

This How to Do Things with Fictions are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this How to Do Things with Fictions can be on the list of great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information
that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this How to Do Things
with Fictions giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Wilkes:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This How to Do Things with Fictions is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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