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This study of Médecins Sans Frontières / Doctors Without Borders (MSF) casts new light on the
organization’s founding principles, distinctive culture, and inner struggles to realize more fully its "without
borders" transnational vision.

Pioneering medical sociologist Renée C. Fox spent nearly twenty years conducting extensive ethnographic
research within MSF, a private international medical humanitarian organization that was created in 1971 and
awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1999.

With unprecedented access, Fox attended MSF meetings and observed doctors and other workers in the field.
She interviewed MSF members and participants and analyzed the content of such documents as
communications between MSF staff members within the offices of its various headquarters, communications
between headquarters and the field, and transcripts of internal group discussions and meetings. Fox weaves
these threads of information into a rich tapestry of the MSF experience that reveals the dual perspectives of
an insider and an observer.

The book begins with moving, detailed accounts from the blogs of women and men working for MSF in the
field. From there, Fox chronicles the organization’s early history and development, paying special attention
to its struggles during the first decades of its existence to clarify and implement its principles. The core of the
book is centered on her observations in the field of MSF’s efforts to combat a rampant epidemic of
HIV/AIDS in postapartheid South Africa and the organization’s response to two challenges in postsocialist
Russia: an enormous surge in homelessness on the streets of Moscow and a massive epidemic of tuberculosis
in the penal colonies of Siberia. Fox’s accounts of these crises exemplify MSF’s struggles to provide for
thousands of people in need when both the populations and the aid workers are in danger.

Enriched by vivid photographs of MSF operations and by ironic, self-critical cartoons drawn by a member of
the Communications Department of MSF France, Doctors Without Borders highlights the bold mission of
the renowned international humanitarian organization even as it demonstrates the intrinsic dilemmas of
humanitarian action.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Doctors Without Borders: Humanitarian Quests, Impossible
Dreams of Médecins Sans Frontières book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Doctors Without Borders: Humanitarian
Quests, Impossible Dreams of Médecins Sans Frontières content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Doctors Without Borders: Humanitarian Quests, Impossible Dreams of Médecins Sans
Frontières is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Christopher Henricks:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Doctors
Without Borders: Humanitarian Quests, Impossible Dreams of Médecins Sans Frontières will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Renee Middleton:

Beside this specific Doctors Without Borders: Humanitarian Quests, Impossible Dreams of Médecins Sans
Frontières in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Doctors Without Borders:
Humanitarian Quests, Impossible Dreams of Médecins Sans Frontières because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also
read it from right now!

Edward Trotta:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Doctors
Without Borders: Humanitarian Quests, Impossible Dreams of Médecins Sans Frontières.
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