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In the universally acclaimed and award-winning The Bottom Billion, Paul Collier reveals that fifty failed
states--home to the poorest one billion people on Earth--pose the central challenge of the developing world
in the twenty-first century. The book shines much-needed light on this group of small nations, largely
unnoticed by the industrialized West, that are dropping further and further behind the majority of the world's
people, often falling into an absolute decline in living standards. A struggle rages within each of these
nations between reformers and corrupt leaders--and the corrupt are winning. Collier analyzes the causes of
failure, pointing to a set of traps that ensnare these countries, including civil war, a dependence on the
extraction and export of natural resources, and bad governance. Standard solutions do not work, he writes;
aid is often ineffective, and globalization can actually make matters worse, driving development to more
stable nations. What the bottom billion need, Collier argues, is a bold new plan supported by the Group of
Eight industrialized nations. If failed states are ever to be helped, the G8 will have to adopt preferential trade
policies, new laws against corruption, new international charters, and even conduct carefully calibrated
military interventions. Collier has spent a lifetime working to end global poverty. In The Bottom Billion, he
offers real hope for solving one of the great humanitarian crises facing the world today.

"Set to become a classic. Crammed with statistical nuggets and common sense, his book should be
compulsory reading."
--The Economist

"If Sachs seems too saintly and Easterly too cynical, then Collier is the authentic old Africa hand: he knows
the terrain and has a keen ear.... If you've ever found yourself on one side or the other of those arguments--
and who hasn't?--then you simply must read this book."
--Niall Ferguson, The New York Times Book Review

"Rich in both analysis and recommendations.... Read this book. You will learn much you do not know. It will
also change the way you look at the tragedy of persistent poverty in a world of plenty."
--Financial Times
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest
Countries are Failing and What Can Be Done About It is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michelle Chase:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can
Be Done About It book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to supply to you. The writer of The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be
Done About It content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be Done About It is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Madeline Pastrana:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What
Can Be Done About It can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.

Harold Esparza:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be Done About
It. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one spot to other place.
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