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In this highly original work, Thomas D. Wilson offers surprising new insights into the origins of the political
storms we witness today. Wilson connects the Ashley Cooper Plan--a seventeenth-century model for a well-
ordered society imagined by Anthony Ashley Cooper (1st Earl of Shaftesbury) and his protege John Locke--
to current debates about views on climate change, sustainable development, urbanism, and professional
expertise in general. In doing so, he examines the ways that the city design, political culture, ideology, and
governing structures of the Province of Carolina have shaped political acts and public policy even in the
present. Wilson identifies one of the fundamental paradoxes of American history: although Ashley Cooper
and Locke based their model of rational planning on assumptions of equality, the lure of profits to be had
from slaveholding soon undermined its utopian qualities. Wilson argues that in the transition to a slave
society, the "Gothic" framework of the Carolina Fundamental Constitutions was stripped of its original
imperative of class reciprocity, reverberating in American politics to this day.

Reflecting on contemporary culture, Wilson argues that the nation's urban-rural divide rooted in this earlier
period has corrosively influenced American character, pitting one demographic segment against another.
While illuminating the political philosophies of Ashley Cooper and Locke as they relate to cities, Wilson
also provides those currently under attack by antiurbanists--from city planners to climate scientists--with a
deeper understanding of the intellectual origins of a divided America and the long history that reinforces it.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

The book with title The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political
Culture includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Vanessa McGinty:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of
Southern Political Culture why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Andrew Murphy:

The book untitled The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political
Culture contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice study.

Tiffany Reyes:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern
Political Culture this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal
all of you.
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