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Using popular cinema from the United States, Britain, and France, Empire Films and the Crisis of
Colonialism, 1946– 1959, examines postwar Western attitudes toward colonialism and race relations.
Historians have written much about the high politics of decolonization but little about what ordinary citizens
thought about losing their empires. Popular cinema provided the main source of images of the colonies, and,
according to Jon Cowans in this far-reaching book, films depicting the excesses of empire helped Westerners
come to terms with decolonization and even promoted the dismantling of colonialism around the globe.

Examining more than one hundred British, French, and American films from the post–World War II era,
Cowans concentrates on movies that depict interactions between white colonizers and nonwhite colonial
subjects, including sexual and romantic relations. Although certain conservative films eagerly supported
colonialism, Cowans argues that the more numerous "liberal colonialist" productions undermined support for
key aspects of colonial rule, while a few more provocative films openly favored anticolonial movements and
urged "internal decolonization" for people of color in Britain, France, and the United States.

Combining new archival research on the films’ production with sharp analysis of their imagery and political
messages, the book also assesses their reception through box-office figures and newspaper reviews. It
examines both high-profile and lesser-known films on overseas colonialism, including The King and I,
Bhowani Junction, and Island in the Sun, and tackles treatments of miscegenation and "internal colonialism"
that appeared in Westerns and American films like Pinky and Giant. The first truly transnational history of
cinema’s role in decolonization, this powerful book weaves a unified historical narrative out of the
experiences of three colonial powers in diverse geographic settings.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Tuttle:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Empire
Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Kristi Goins:

The book untitled Empire Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959 contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Maria Casillas:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book Empire Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-1959. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Karen Lambert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Empire Films and the Crisis of Colonialism, 1946-
1959.
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