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In a profound look at what it means for new generations to read and interpret ancient religious texts, rabbi
and philosopher Marc-Alain Ouaknin offers a postmodern reading of the Talmud, one of the first of its kind.
Combining traditional learning and contemporary thought, Ouaknin dovetails discussions of spirituality and
religious practice with such concepts as deconstruction, intertextuality, undecidability, multiple voicing, and
eroticism in the Talmud. On a broader level, he establishes a dialogue between Hebrew tradition and the
social sciences, which draws, for example, on the works of Lévinas, Blanchot, and Jabès as well as Derrida.
The Burnt Book represents the innovative thinking that has come to be associated with a school of French
Jewish studies, headed by Lévinas and dedicated to new readings of traditional texts, which is fast gaining
influence in the United States.

The Talmud, transcribed in 500 C.E., is shown to be a text that refrains from dogma and instead encourages
the exploration of its meanings. A vast compilation of Jewish oral law, the Talmud also contains rabbinical
commentaries that touch on everything from astronomy to household life. Examining its literary methods and
internal logic, Ouaknin explains how this text allows readers to transcend its authority in that it invites them
to interpret, discuss, and re-create their religious tradition. An in-depth treatment of selected texts from the
oral law and commentary goes on to provide a model for secular study of the Talmud in light of
contemporary philosophical issues.

Throughout the author emphasizes the self-effacing quality of a text whose worth can be measured by the
insights that live on in the minds of its interpreters long after they have closed the book. He points out that
the burning of the Talmud in anti-Judaic campaigns throughout history has, in fact, been an unwitting act of
complicity with Talmudic philosophy and the practice of self-effacement. Ouaknin concludes his discussion
with the story of the Hasidic master Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav, who himself burned his life achievement--a
work known by his students as "the Burnt Book." This story leaves us with the question, should all books be
destroyed in order to give birth to thought and renew meaning?
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From reader reviews:

Norma Harrell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Burnt Book book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kenneth Salinas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will observe
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is The Burnt Book this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That's why this book suitable all of you.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually The Burnt Book. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Joseph Alderete:

You may get this The Burnt Book by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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