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From an acclaimed cultural critic, a narrative and social history of the Great American Songwriting
era.
 
Everybody knows and loves the American Songbook. But it’s a bit less widely understood that in about
1950, this stream of great songs more or less dried up. All of a sudden, what came over the radio wasn’t
Gershwin, Porter, and Berlin, but “Come on-a My House” and “How Much Is That Doggie in the Window?”
Elvis and rock and roll arrived a few years later, and at that point the game was truly up. What happened, and
why? In The B Side, acclaimed cultural historian Ben Yagoda answers those questions in a fascinating piece
of detective work. Drawing on previously untapped archival sources and on scores of interviews—the voices
include Randy Newman, Jimmy Webb, Linda Ronstadt, and Herb Alpert—the book illuminates broad
musical trends through a series of intertwined stories. Among them are the battle between ASCAP and
Broadcast Music, Inc.; the revolution in jazz after World War II; the impact of radio and then television; and
the bitter, decades-long feud between Mitch Miller and Frank Sinatra.
 
The B Side is about taste, and the particular economics and culture of songwriting, and the potential of
popular art for greatness and beauty. It’s destined to become a classic of American musical history.
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From reader reviews:

John Martin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley
and the Rebirth of the Great American Song will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Paul Horn:

The ability that you get from The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and the Rebirth of the Great American
Song is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and
the Rebirth of the Great American Song giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and the Rebirth of the Great American Song
instantly.

Walter Burchett:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and
the Rebirth of the Great American Song as your daily resource information.

Douglas Brim:

The actual book The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and the Rebirth of the Great American Song has a
lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.
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