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Excerpted from Niall Ferguson’s sprawling bestseller The War of the World, The Abyss now stands on its
own as one of the most thrilling short histories of World War I ever written. This is not a conventional
military history about battles and generals. Rather, The Abyss examines how World War I saw the birth of
total war—fought between societies as much as armies—and must therefore be understood in terms of the
financial crises it unleashed, the multinational empires it destroyed, and the hateful ideas it propagated.

The most remarkable thing about the war, Ferguson shows us, is how shockingly unexpected it was. At a
time when economic integration and technology seemed to be rendering war between great powers
impossible, World War I was the moment when that process went into reverse and the lethal forces of ethnic
disintegration took over. Now, on the cusp of the 100th anniversary of its outbreak, we can see World War I
as much more than just four years of industrialized slaughter. Weaving together the economics of empire and
the ideology of race—and featuring an original preface by the author as well a teaser from his new paperback
Civilization—The Abyss is world history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Abyss: World War I and the
End of the First Age of Globalization--A Selection from The War of the World (Penguin Tracks) book as
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jennifer Vickery:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this The Abyss: World War I and the End of the First Age of Globalization--A
Selection from The War of the World (Penguin Tracks), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Ella Oxley:

Why? Because this The Abyss: World War I and the End of the First Age of Globalization--A Selection from
The War of the World (Penguin Tracks) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Edward Sullivan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Abyss: World War I and the
End of the First Age of Globalization--A Selection from The War of the World (Penguin Tracks) which is



keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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