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As they were entering Egypt, Abram glimpsed Sarai's reflection in the Nile River. Though he had been
married to her for years, this moment is positioned in a rabbinic narrative as a revelation. "Now I know you
are a beautiful woman," he says; at that moment he also knows himself as a desiring subject, and knows too
to become afraid for his own life due to the desiring gazes of others.

There are few scenes in rabbinic literature that so explicitly stage a character's apprehension of his or her
own or another's literal reflection. Still, Dina Stein argues, the association of knowledge and reflection
operates as a central element in rabbinic texts. Midrash explicitly refers to other texts; biblical texts are both
reconstructed and taken apart in exegesis, and midrashic narrators are situated liminally with respect to the
tales they tell. This inherent structural quality underlies the propensity of rabbinic literature to reflect or refer
to itself, and the "self" that is the object of reflection is not just the narrator of a tale but a larger rabbinic
identity, a coherent if polyphonous entity that emerges from this body of texts.

Textual Mirrors draws on literary theory, folklore studies, and semiotics to examine stories in which self-
reflexivity operates particularly strongly to constitute rabbinic identity through the voices of Simon the Just
and a handsome shepherd, the daughter of Asher, the Queen of Sheba, and an unnamed maidservant. In
Stein's readings, these self-reflexive stories allow us to go through the looking glass: where the text
comments upon itself, it both compromises the unity of its underlying principles—textual, religious, and
ideological—and confirms it.
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From reader reviews:

Courtney O\'Donnell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Textual Mirrors: Reflexivity, Midrash, and the Rabbinic Self (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of
you.

Terrence Kimball:

This Textual Mirrors: Reflexivity, Midrash, and the Rabbinic Self (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Textual Mirrors: Reflexivity, Midrash, and the Rabbinic Self (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book
is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life and also knowledge.

John Silver:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list will be Textual Mirrors: Reflexivity, Midrash, and the Rabbinic Self
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Judith Bradshaw:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. From the book Textual Mirrors: Reflexivity, Midrash, and the Rabbinic Self (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life at this time book Textual Mirrors: Reflexivity, Midrash, and the
Rabbinic Self (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). You can more inviting than now.
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