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Although a handful of books and articles have been written about American literary Minimalism during the
last forty years, the mode remains misunderstood. When in a 2011 interview in The Paris Review author Ann
Beattie was asked how she felt about being “classed as a minimalist,” she began her answer: “none of us
have ever known what that means.” Her response brings into focus the lack of agreement or clarity about the
sources and definitions of literary Minimalism. Robert C. Clark’s American Literary Minimalism fills this
significant gap.
 
Clark demonstrates that, despite assertions by many scholars to the contrary, the movement originated in the
aesthetic programs of the Imagists and literary Impressionists active at the turn of the twentieth century. The
genre reflects the philosophy that “form is thought,” and that style alone dictates whether a poem, story, or
novel falls within the parameters of the tradition. The characteristics of Minimalist fiction are efficiency,
frequent use of allusion, and implication through omission.
 
Organizing his analysis both chronologically and according to lines of influence, Clark offers a definition of
the mode, describes its early stages, and then explores six works that reflect its core characteristics: Ernest
Hemingway’s In Our Time; Raymond Carver’s Cathedral; Jay McInerney’s Bright Lights, Big City; Susan
Minot’s Monkeys; Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo; and Cormac McCarthy’s The Road. In his conclusion, Clark
discusses the ongoing evolution of the category.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book American Literary Minimalism. All type of
book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

William Pak:

This American Literary Minimalism are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this American Literary Minimalism can be among the great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this American Literary Minimalism
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bonnie Camacho:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled American Literary Minimalism can be
great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Salina Rodriguez:

Why? Because this American Literary Minimalism is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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